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the important thing that I want the people
of Israel to know.

They have to make the decision of whether
they want to pursue the peace process or not;
that is their decision. We believe, ultimately,
it’s the only way to bring peace and security,
and we want both peace and security. I think
that’s what they all want. I think that’s why
the race is so close.

But I can tell you this: If they decide to
stay on the path of peace, we will share the
risk; we will do what we can to minimize the
risk. They can make the decision. Whatever
decision they make, we obviously—all coun-
tries—will accept and respect. But if they de-
cide to stay with peace, we will do what we
can to make sure they can have security as
well.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. in Room
450 in the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to former Chief of Naval Op-
erations Adm. Elmo Zumwalt, USN (Ret.).

Remarks on the Verdict in the
McDougal-Tucker Trial and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 28, 1996

The President. I’d like to make a brief
statement about the jury verdict in Arkansas
today. First of all, the jury has completed its
work and they obviously worked for quite a
long time and debated this thoroughly and
tried to make a good decision. So I think we
should all accept that.

Obviously, on a personal level, I’m very
sorry for Governor Tucker and Jim and Susan
McDougal. But the jury has decided. I was
asked to give testimony; I did that. And for
me, it’s time to go back to work. That’s what
I intend to do.

Q. Do you think Governor Tucker should
resign?

The President. I don’t want to comment
on that. I think those questions have to be
resolved by the people involved and in terms
of what their other options are. I don’t want
to comment on that. I just think that this
is a day for saying that these jurors worked
a long time; they were out for an extended
period of time; they reached their verdict.

And as I said, for me it’s more of a personal
thing today. I’m very sorry for them person-
ally.

But I did what I was asked to do, and now
I’ve got to go back to work. That’s what I
intend to do.

Q. Sir, do you think this is a repudiation
of your statements?

Q. Did the jurors not believe you, sir? Did
the jurors not believe you?

The President. You ought to ask them
that. I doubt that. I doubt that that’s what
was going on. But you ought to ask them.
I don’t know.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:20 p.m. on the
North Driveway of the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to trial codefendants Gov. Jim
Guy Tucker of Arkansas and James and Susan
McDougal. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Memorandum on the United States-
Israel Arrow Deployability Program
May 28, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–27

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: U.S.-Israel Arrow Deployability
Program

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1994, Public Law 103–160, I
hereby certify that:

—the United States and the Government
of Israel have entered into an agreement gov-
erning the conduct and funding of the Arrow
Deployability Program;

—the Arrow Deployability Program will
benefit the United States and has not been
barred by other Congressional direction;

—the Arrow missile successfully com-
pleted a flight test on June 12, 1994, in which
it intercepted a target missile under realistic
test conditions; and

—the Government of Israel is continuing,
in accordance with its previous public com-
mitments, to adhere to export controls pursu-
ant to the Guidelines and Annex of the Mis-
sile Technology Control Regime.
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You are authorized and directed to notify
the Congress of this determination and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 29.

Remarks Honoring Blue Ribbon
Schools
May 29, 1996

Thank you so much. Secretary Riley, thank
you for the wonderful job that you do and
your clear, strong voice for education. Mr.
Vice President, thank you for the work you
have done in advancing our technology initia-
tive. I forgive you for mentioning all those
Tennessee schools. [Laughter] We’re always
doing this. You know, there’s a school from
Arkansas here—from Bentonville, Arkansas.
And I have spoken at the high school gradua-
tion there more than once. Now, have you
spoken at all those Tennessee schools’ grad-
uation? [Laughter] We’ll do this for 3 or 4
more days until—[laughter].

And I want to say to Jill Mahler how very
much we appreciate not only the excellent
work being done in your school—and I think
I—they are so proud of her, I think I’d like
to ask the representatives from Mainland
High School in Daytona Beach to stand up
here, and thank you very much. [Applause]
Thank you.

But it also reminds us that teaching and
learning are a lot more than technology. And
this fine young lady is also the captain of her
cross-country team and obviously very well-
spoken. And we were honored to have her
here on the stage with us today to remind
us about what all these endeavors are truly
all about.

In Mainland High School, which is, as Jill
said, a model technology school, the students
can actually download images from satellites
from the space shuttle, from weather sat-
ellites. I wish they had downloaded better
weather for us today. [Laughter] But, none-
theless, it’s an exciting prospect to think
about what young people are doing.

Let me say to all of you here in the Blue
Ribbon schools, from all across America, you

are, as the Secretary said, a living textbook
of the best lessons American education has
to offer. I am filled with hope as I look
around this tent; there’s not a classroom
problem anywhere in America that some-
body somewhere hasn’t solved. In the 21st
century, America must have—must have—
the best-educated citizens in the world. If
we keep doing what you are doing, that is
exactly what we will have.

One of the things that has always per-
plexed me, having spent a great deal of time
in public school classrooms in the 12 years
I served as Governor of my State and since
I’ve been President, going around the coun-
try, is that we don’t do enough learning from
each other. So Secretary Riley makes all the
Blue Ribbon schools work when they come
up here and learn from each other. But it
is a model that I think if that were followed
in every other State, every State in our coun-
try across this great land, we’d have even
more rapid improvements in education.

I also want to point out that today this
ceremony is honoring not just a single stu-
dent, or even a single teacher, but entire
schools and the communities that sustain
them. The Blue Ribbon Awards are rooted
in the belief that schools work only if every-
one does his or her part, if principals set high
standards, if teachers teach well, if students
work and learn, if parents and other commu-
nity leaders stay involved and stay supportive.

If you read through the list of the schools
honored today, it is truly amazing what you
have been able to accomplish by working to-
gether. In some schools, revolutionary
science and math curriculums have been de-
veloped. In others, parents are volunteering
in the classroom, and students are helping
out in child care centers. In others, the whole
community has joined together to kick gangs
and drugs out of the schools, to wipe away
graffiti, to restore safety to the classrooms
and the learning environment.

You are literally making learning a jump
off the dusty shelves of libraries and into the
imaginations of our children, our leaders of
tomorrow. So to every single one of you,
more than anything else, we wanted you to
be here today on the lawn of the White
House so that I could say on behalf of all
the American people, we thank you, we are
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